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LETTER OF INTEREST 
 
 
Extreme environments fascinate me because I am constantly seeking the unfamiliar. It 
is easy to become comfortable within a recognizable landscape. But the issues I am 
concerned with are incredibly uncomfortable, nuanced, and sometimes threatening. If I 
am to take my research seriously, then I am required to take risks and make mistakes. 
What better place to do that than somewhere that I do not understand the physical 
constraints of my environment; where I am unable to define or locate the grids that I am 
pressing. I believe there is value in finding comfort in the uncomfortable, through facing 
problems with grace and curiosity rather than force. I am interested in human migration, 
the breakdown of national borders, and the economies of social exchange. Researching 
these huge topics feels pertinent in a place that is isolated from human contact, and yet 
drastically affected by it.  
 
In my past research projects, I have explored the materiality of objects in a forgotten 
landscape. During a residency in Rock River, WY, I was particularly struck by the aging 
of the land. Layers upon layers of sediment and fossil are material testaments to the 
Earth’s constant evolution. However, my experience in WY was as an onlooker to a 
past world – ghosts of life held in a museum of rock. But, the Arctic Circle is moving. 
Glaciers are melting and climates are warming. The comparison of this activity to the 
quiet and desolate North American west, I think, will be alarming and immensely helpful 
in my research.  
 
As we understand the Arctic to be the anchor of the world depicted on our maps and 
globes, how do we reconcile the terrifying reality of environmental change? How might 
this affect our perception of security? Can we trace our grid structures of globalized 
economy back to an anchor point, similar to the Arctic? And as our physical geography 
is literally shifting beneath our feet, and our social geography blending across digital 
lines, how do we continue to draw national borders? 
 
One obvious concern is the complete disregard for climate change among particular 
conservative opinions. As I research cultural identity through the exchange of goods, 
this idea will be of utmost importance. Through each complicated and potentially 
emotional question, I wish to remind myself, and others, that individuals are at the heart 
of all of these issues. Humans feel climate change, drink poisoned water, lose our jobs, 
fear war, and fight for our homes. It is easier to discuss these issues behind an 
academic paper, in the coziness of my home office. But when immersed in the 
elements of a fiercely changing climate – politically, socially, and environmentally – 
reality is unavoidable. That is precisely why I intend to conduct my research in the 
Arctic Circle. I hope to come face to face with some of these challenges, and when I 
return home I will continue to do so in social and political situations.  


