
THERESA 
BAUGHMAN	  

 
431 Taylor Street, Pittsburgh PA 15224 | T: 724.961.6740  
E: tlbaughman@gmail.com | www.tbaughman.com 

	  
 
PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 
If selected for The Arctic Circle 2017 residency program, I will conduct my research 
project on economy, identity, and materiality by developing my exploration of grids.  
 
My obsession with the grid is a result of my studies in sociology and anthropology 
where I have been examining identity in relation to globalization and technology. I use 
the grid as a metaphor for societal and political structures because it functions as a 
system of organization to catalogue information. As it breaks down and rebuilds I am 
questioning the lifecycle of societal structures and what happens to culture as it 
endures the constant processes of construction and destruction.  
 
In my visual art, I frequently work with grids because I enjoy their aesthetic, but also for 
their ability to break down, rebuild, transform, and move throughout space and time. As 
a drummer, I literally play through a grid of rudiments – a series of notes that are 
divisions of one another in order to build stamina and accuracy. Unlike my visual art, 
drumming is an inherently space-time specific medium. It is in this in-between place – 
mending the constant push-and-pull of unstoppable space-time, and the physical, 
present, still and weightiness of material objects - that I am looking to explore 
globalized economies and cultural identity.  
 
As technology continues to grow in our globalized world, are we able to reconcile our 
physical and material bodies to this new kind of society? Does technology promote the 
breakdown of national borders through its ability to transcend place and time? What 
does this mean in terms of preserving culture? How do we produce, consume, and 
exchange objects in this new globalized market? And, what are the material effects of 
those objects?  
 
In light of the current political climate, I will be studying these ideas around economy 
and identity through white American masculinity. Much like polar ice, our grids are 
shifting – an illusion of stability that is in constant motion. The grids of white power, 
American hyper masculinity, and American capitalism are bending.  
 
I will use the grid as a basic framework to conduct my research. Through visual analysis 
of commercial branding I will investigate the material objects of culture. I will also 
attempt to map out the nuanced gridlines of social media norms to understand how the 
space-time relationship of human interaction affects or is affected by said objects. In 
both of these methods I hope to better understand the social economy of the globalized 
world.  
 
Although I intend my research to be academic work for publishing, I will not be 
surprised if my findings also result in some physical means. Because I was trained as a 
visual artist and I process ideas through sound, I imagine that I will explore some small 
prints and/or sculptural pieces as well. I hope to share my research with other 
participants for collaboration and further discussion.  


